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Introduction to Covenant, Community and Missio Dei 

 

2     “I will make you into a great nation  

and I will bless you;  

I will make your name great,  

and you will be a blessing.  

3     I will bless those who bless you,  

and whoever curses you I will curse;  

and all peoples on earth  

will be blessed through you.”  

 
– Gen 12:2-3 

 

 

3 Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, 

“This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of 

Israel: 4‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ 

wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, 

then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is 

mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words 

you are to speak to the Israelites
   

 

- Ex 19:3-6  

 

Sing to the LORD a new song;  

sing to the LORD, all the earth.  

2 Sing to the LORD, praise his name;  

proclaim his salvation day after day.  

3 Declare his glory among the nations,  

his marvelous deeds among all peoples  

 
-Ps 96:1-3  

 

 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

 
– Acts1:8  

 

‘In the last days, God says,  

I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  

Your sons and daughters will prophesy,  

your young men will see visions,  

your old men will dream dreams. 

 
- Acts 2:17 
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46  Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of God to 

you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we 

now turn to the Gentiles. 47     For this is what the Lord has commanded us:  

“ ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles,  

that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth. 

 

’”
1
  

 

 

New Covenant Power  
 

12   When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Men of Israel, why does this surprise you? 

Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 

13     The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his 

servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, 

though he had decided to let him go. 14     You disowned the Holy and Righteous One 

and asked that a murderer be released to you. 15     You killed the author of life, but God 

raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16     By faith in the name of Jesus, 

this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that 

comes through him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see.  

17     “Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18     But 

this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his 

Christ would suffer. 19     Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped 

out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 

 
- Acts 3:12-19 

 

 

8     Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 

9     If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and 

are asked how he was healed, 10     then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is 

by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from 

the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11     He is  

“ ‘the stone you builders rejected,  

which has become the capstone.’ 

12     Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 

men by which we must be saved.”  

13     When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were 

unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had 
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been with Jesus. 14     But since they could see the man who had been healed standing 

there with them, there was nothing they could say. 

 
- Acts 4:8-14 

 

 

8:1     And Saul was there, giving approval to his death.  

On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except 

the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2     Godly men buried Stephen 

and mourned deeply for him. 3     But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from 

house to house, he dragged off men and women and put them in prison.  

4     Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 5     Philip 

went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. 6     When the crowds 

heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he 

said. 7     With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples 

were healed. 8     So there was great joy in that city.  

 
– Acts 8:1-8 

 

16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in 

you?
  

 

– I Cor 3:16 
 

 

 New Community Confirmed  

 

28   He said to them: “You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate 

with a Gentile or visit him. But God has shown me that I should not call any man impure 

or unclean. 
Acts 10:28  

 

34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show 

favoritism 35 but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. 
 

11:1     The apostles and the brothers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 

received the word of God. 2     So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 

believers criticized him 3     and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men 

and ate with them.” 
Acts 11:1-3
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